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T* you expe elegance or politeneſs in the. 
= following ſheets, you will, on the 2 

view, - find Teurſelf greatly miſtaken. Tt 
confijrs of queſtions naturally ar if: ug ſrom 
great and important fas, dreſt in a plain 
and familiar garb: Yet, I hepe, they are ſo 
conducted, as ' that by an hour ſpent every 
evening fer the ſpace of on winter, they coill 
Pall the child of ſeven or cig.ht years old into 

ſuch a method of reading, comparing, and 
examining, as to give proper anfoorrs lo ſe- 
veral of the queſtions, cobich queſtions 
ſhould be fo beſos, as beſt ſuits its age and 
abilities, whereby in a little time, it will be 
__ of a WONT 6 all the reſt. 
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young perſons, in a little time, to be their 

oon inſtructors in the knowledge and uſe of 
. ſacred hiſtory : which will give them a 

ondneſs for the work, and make them pro- 


| x and diſtinft views of that book which | 
. makes wiſe to ſalvation; J aul not be 
_ #bought preſumptucus. 


N be of the leaſt ſervice to the forming of. the 
infant mind, I have my deſire. Some ſuch 


_ the aff tance of early youth, The manner in 
. *ohich I have conducted this, appears to me 


| ble. And though the defects in it be many, 
much weakneſs of body and mind, and an 


e net if it ſhould be a means of making, 
1 Gut one child wiſe and good; or of produ- 


| cing a more perfect performance of the ſam 
kind 


vi PREFACE, 
You will ſcon perceive the riddles are fo 
. contriv'd as not to perplex, but to enable 


ceed in it, with great delight. And, if 1 


Should ſay, that it may alſo be a means of 
opening the minds of. many parents, while 


' they are leading their children into the knows 
ledge of the truth, and giving them more 


If upon the whole, this performance ſhould | 
thing I have long thought wanting for 


new; yet may not be thought the lefs agreea- 
being written af a great age, and under 


utter incapaciiy of reviſing and correctiig 


PREFACE. vii 


% | kind, I gal be full rewarded, as les 

cir ub one defire, but to be good myſelf while "0 

of | here, and doing a little 2 to others, before 

2 Igo into the world of ſpirits. In which, by. 

ro- | the mercy of God, through Ixsus Enn 15 

£ Ti : 1 m_ _ renewed Powers, and - 
o be further fitted for a kin 

be purity, peace and 2 5 — 7 — 
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WY 5 2D Þ DRY ſcent, nd pleaſing fights 
S& 10 ſtraying eyes 1 give delight; 
The garden's pride, in view L. 


ſtood, * - CS co 
To give my fruit, delicious foud. | 
Yet all a falſe deluſive low, $55. a g 


Which ruin brought on all below. 
I joy increas'd, yet death I ſpread; 
] know! edge gave, but wiſdom fled, 
And tho” I liv'd not ſince the flood, 
I ſtill pollute man's pureſt blood. 


II. 

On earth I dwelt, true life I gave; 

My work, the man from death'to fave : 
He left me for a treach'rous fair, 

Who caught him in a fatal ſnare, 


n B ; I left 


86 
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T 1e!t him there, my loſs to mourn; 
Yet will again to him return, 
When truth and goodneſs ſhall obtain, 
And tears and death no more ſhall reign, 


My name and nature pray reveal, * 


And who my rival clearly tell ? 


III. 
Attend, my dears, point out that love divine, 


Where grace and mercy, in periection ſhine ? 


When was the fitſt great AR made to 
man, 


And what, that promi! e was, to me explain? 
Say, why at that dread hour, heav'n would 


beſtow, 
So great a bleſling, on ſall'n man be low ? 
Iv. 
The man declare, who ſhed his braces 8 


blood, 
Becauſe his care was, to roles his God? 


And tell the proof, which from chis deed muſt 
flow, i 


Since thus th'approv's by God was ſlain below? 
V. 


I want to know that ancient's name, 


Who ſought to ki'l a pious youth ; 


Vet in that act was free from blame, 
And only follow'd ſacred truth ? 


125 VI. 
Ye tender minds to me moſt dear, 
Who love lullructive truths to hear z 


BEM | _ - 3 8 


Fell 


Tell me when ſorrow moſt prevail'd, 


x) 


A-d death all wing fouls aflail'd ? 
And by what means they met their fate; 
Wich who were left to reinſtate. 


An eaith deſtroy'd ? And allo tell, 


Why on a world ſuch ruin fell? = 


And is it true ? Could helpleſs mortals dare, 
Jo brave their Maker ; 3 war with heav'n de- 7 


clare? 


Imperious, bid a mighty pile to riſe, 
Above the clouds to reach the purer ſkies? oF 
Their pow'rful Lord, their impious ſpeeches 3 


hears; 


He checks their pride, and ſtops the! ir mad 


Cafeers. 


Say, why vain men, their fabric built, and 


tell, 


What wond' rous judgments s on che rebels fell? 


VIII. 


Name me that ſpot which to this Jay; ES 
God's hate to vice does ſtrong diſplay ? 


The flame, which burnt around each head; 


And who were from the judgment freed ? 
The perſon ſhew, and what befel, 


| Her faulty ling” ling clearly tell. 


. 
Pray name the youth, who firm to truth; 


Wichſtood the great temptation ? 


B. 2 | In 


141 

In dungeon vile, I fee him ſmile, 

Nor dreads the baſeſt ſtation, _ 

For this approv'd, by God belov'd, 

| The pift of foreſight gains; . 

1 Which honours bring; and from the King 
31 He-the firſt poſt obtains, 


38 As 
Point out the king, who //raz/'s God deſy'd, 
Nor deathful judgments could ſubdue his pride, 
Fi WVho raſh], durit attempt heav'n's ſacred road, 
i | Forbidden ground ! by none but Ijrael'trod. | 
bf Teil me the king, the place, the path, how | 
F made? 8 | | 


And to what1lls the king, and hoſt were led. 


8 


Say why, by Moſes, God gave leave, 
The neſt with eggs, or young to take; 
Yet ſttict commands, of parent birds, 
Within the neſt no prize to make ? 


IE 5 

To muzzle the hard lab'ring ox, 
Wnile he treads out the ripen'd grain, 
ls ſtrict forbid by Iſraels God. 
What uſcful hint may this contain? 

. 

Of birth above, pray tell my name ? 
To feed a worthlels race I came. 


For forty years I was their bread, 
And then to heav'n, from earth I fled. 


Pray 


5 


1 
„ 


Pray name the men, and tell the place, 


Which millions forty years could trace? 
Yet ſuch their watchful guardians care, 


Their et wanted no repair. 


XV. 


Woull you, my children dear, know paſſic. 


force ; 


| Paſſion ! of endleſs ills the fatal ſource ! 
Trace the meek Moſes to the flinty rock, 

Which difobedient, with his rod he ſtruck, | 
Say what this puniſhment, which he receives, 
And what inſtruction to ourſelves, it dies ? 


XVI, 


* gay why, by God the lowly aſe, 
Was taught his cauſe to plead ? 
And what inſtruction may we learn, 


From this en deed ? Ig 


FY, 
—_—_— 


» The inſtructive parts of riddie XVI. are, 


1t, That there are both juſtice ard mercy due to the 
meaneſt creature that ſerves vs] 


26ly, That the defects, and even faults of faithful ſervants 


in general, are to be trea'ed with great mildneſs and canduur, 


34ly, That raſh anger and pailion, make a man utteriy 
nal to judge of what is right or wrong, fit or unfit to be 


done on any occaſion, 


4thly and laſtly, That the PP TOR Governor of the 


world takes ſtrict notice of our behaviour to the meaneſt of his 
creatures, 


B 3 5 When 


1 65 
XVII. 


When murm'ring Iſrael bold reproach'd their 
” Gd, 
| Contemn'd his goodneſs, and deſpis'd his food; ( 
Ide puniſhment ordain'd, a living rod. J 
C' catures with poiſon fill'd around them preſs; 
With mortal bites the guilty race diſtreſs : 
| Say what they were, the puniſhment Opin, 
And what relief they from their Lord * : 


XVIII. 


* Pray who are they, whoſe gentle breaſts, 
With ſoft compaſſion ſweetly flow : ? 
And ſay how mean thoſe creatures are, 
: To whom they God-like pity ſhow ? 
nj © read with kind and friendly minds, 
1 I And point me out th' inftruCtive page, 
| 


What wiſdom has on record left 
To form the mind in tender age ? 


XIX. 

F Name me the men who Jordan paſt, 

When its proud waves, its banks o'e:flow'd ; 
Yet were forbid their feet to wet, 

| Such care kind heav'n on them beſtow'd. 

il | The city tell, whoſe mighty walls, 

ti At ſhouts of men, and trumpets ſound, 
Without more foice were overthrown, 

And Jaid all levet with the ground. 


T n 


in * They are tho'e happy children, who have been bleſt with | 
wt | a piovs and good education, and have received inſtruction with 
_ a willing, chearful, and obedient mind; from whence, kind 
and compethonate aQtions flow, 


Say 


URL? © 4 ant 
Say to what end theſe wond'rous works were 
.. wrought, - + 


And ſay, what by ſuch wonders we are taught ? 
„ 


Say what was Achan's crime, ſor which, 
He gave his lateſt breath; I 
And why united {/rael join'd 
To give the man his death ? Y 
Then ſay from this, how we are taught, 
To ſerve with fear our God? 
E:᷑̃kſe we, like him, ſhall not eſcape, 
lis, His Sin avenging rod? e 


5 
Could a weak man detain the ſun, 

And bid the moon to ſtay? | OT 

Ves! he commands their courſe above, 
And lengthens out the day. 2 _ 
His name who did this wond'rous work, ' 
Relate my children dear, 3 

And why ſuch pow'r to him was giv'n ? 

Pray make this wonder clear. e 


„„ * 
Shew me the ſnare, by thoughtleſs Gideon laid; 
Whereby to Sin all Vrael was betray'd: 
Then learn of ſuperſtition to beware; 
And by God's ſacred word your actions ſteer: 
His laws your rule, which gives a ſpring of joy, 
— Which age can't check, nor length of time 
wh. } - ;7 © deitroy, e 
kind | | | 
ks What 


BS 

XXIII. 
What fill'd the fleece with dew, 
The earth quite dry around?! 


What made the fleece be dry, 
When dew beſpread the ground! F<. 


XXIV. 


Pray what reſus'd the vine to be ? 
And what diſdain'd the olive- tree ? 
nut courted by the thorny briar; 
Which wile men fly, but fools admire, 


XXV. 


My children dear, my words attend, 
Untold to me this riddle; = 

Which near three Deuten years ago, 
Puzal'd an eaſtern people? 

A creature bold, by truth is told, 
Of moſt deſtructive nature; 

Which gave ſuch food, to man 7A good, 
No ſugar could be ſweeter. 


XXVI. 


Would you the force of education know; ; 
What laſting joys from wile inſtruction flow; 
Trace me the babe, who in God's temple led, 
His life's firft dawn; to ſtrict obedience bred. 
And yet a child, (devoted to the Lord) 
Commenc 0 his prophet, and proclaim'd his 
word, 


a 
N * E 


— — — 
2 — 
» > da hs — — * : 2 
« — W — — * 
0 — — — lb — ps 9 — — — ＋ —— 
— — — — - — — - $40 — — — 
— : . — Y — — — — — — 4 
* . 
— ' . Ma HE. Bos ; 
2 Ld | * * ? —— 
- wx 
. 
I . 7 * 9 
” 


. l * _ . 8 s — — 
* * * md . _ o — — — o + - 
— W 5 — — a 6 — © 2a-IK 
. * — 
, , rr 
- _— * ; Ia 1 8 * N * 
* of ' hay £ - C 07 


- 


| ephod, and Jepbeba's ſacrifice are called ſoperfiitions, 


191 
XXVII. 


In early bloom, a virgin pure, 
I knew nor care nor ſtrife; 
A tender father's only child, 
I lead a plcafant life. 
When to my hart a fatal row, 


Incautiouſly he made; 


Which on me fell, tiled held me laſt, 
To death I was betray d. 


He gave me to a rev'rend fire, 
O ſtory ſad, as true 


My throat he cut | my ſpirit fled ! 


A day he'll ever rue. 


* 'I*'was ſuperſtition gave the knife : 
Which ſhed my warmeſt blood 


While I expiring like a lamb, 


Pour'd out the vital flood. 
This fact my dears, conſider well: 


(But ſtop your tears) your PI tell. 
XXVIII. 


Mind well, my children, and with care, 


Attend inſtruRive lines : 


pn EY 


* The term ſuperſtition is moch uſed, but I fear litile 
vuderſtood, Therefore it has the more had to be explained, 


It is moſt commonly uſed as a name of reproach, with which 


all parties are too apt to load each other, without any deter- 
minate meaning. But in general it fignifies an irrational re- 


 ligion and worſh'p, in oppoſition to a worthy and rational one, 


But when uſed by ſuch as are favoured with a revelation, it 
means the ſubſtituting rules of our own, for our conduct, in 
reliigious affairs, inſtead of the laws given by God, whch 


alone ought to be the rule of action. 


Ey this explanation every one may ſee how juſtly Gidean's 


Say 


[ 10 ] 

Say what the father fond befals, 

Who di {c:pl: ne dech nes? 
Say who he was, and what endut“ ds: 

Who gave his fons their ſway ; 
And only foit reprov'd 55 faults, 
Who boldly dar'd to ſtray 

Tell how both he, hy 4 two ſons, 
Are puniſh'd for their crimes ? 

Thence learn indulgence to avoid, 
And vice correct betimes, 


XXIX, 

The fury name, his height proclaim, 
Who I/racPs God defy'd ? 

And tell the youth, who lead by truth, 
Subdu'd the monſter's pride ? O 
The weapon tell, by which he fell, 
And where he gave the wound; 

And what he did, to him when wad; 
And proſtrate on the ground, 


8 

Mean, ſordid, covetcus, and proud ; 

In wine both inſolent and loud. 

His baſeneſs coſt the wretch his life, 
And freed from bonds a gen'rous wife; 
Whole goodneſs rais'd her to ſuch Bike 

That ſhe became a king's delight. 
This ſtory ſtrange, pray let us know ; 
* king, the man, and woman ſhew. 


XXXI. 


Name me the man, who when with care oppreſt, 
When grief and anguilh fill'd his lab'ring © Wher 
en 


1 11 1 
When friends turn'd foes, and in the lawleſs 
ſtrife, 
Ry ſtoning, ſought to take their ruler's life : 
He paſſion check d in midſt of all his woe, 
Nor let th. impetuous tide too ſtrongly flow. 


Then calm'd his mind, and n lought x” 


Lord, 
Who heard his groans, and all his joys reſtor'd 
Inſtructive ſhew, what further him befel ; 
And how we may improve this wond'rous tale ? 


XXXII. 


point out the king, whofrom his heart propos d 5 
To build a houſe to God, and why refus'd? _ 

"Then learn from hence, and fix it in your 
mind, 


That war, tho righteous, leaves a Ring be- 
h. nd. 


XXXIII. 


Before a \ youthful king was brought (we read) 
Two babes, one living, but the cther dead. 
Each mother claim'd the child, which was 

alive; 5 
Each begg'd ſhe might the living child receive. 
Ihe king commands the child ſhou!d be di- 
F | 
And thereby be the doubtful caſe decided. 
Tell me this Fes name, and where his 
; land : 


And how to you appears this harſh cominand 4 


Say 


[124] 


XXXIV. 3 
Say to what thing the prophet wiſe, Þ | 
How: bold, and harden'd men compare; 

And how full well that likeneſs fits: 
To me, my tender babes declare ? 


XXXV. 

Tell Uzza's doom, who raſhly ſought, 
The tott'ring atk to ſtay ; 

For God commands the prieſts alone, 
Theit hands on it to lay. 

Then know our God will be obey” d, 
As is molt juſt and right ; 

And none, who flights his righteous laws, 
Shall ſee his glorious light. 


XXXVI. 


Name me the child of hi, gh renown, 
Who, when in ſleep's embrace he lay, 
His God before him glorious ſtood, 


BA N. Id as the morning's early ray. 


Say, what the Queſtion, which the Lord, 


"MW in ſofteſt accents aſk'd the youth? 


And tell, what anſwer he return'd; 
And how approv'd by ſacred truth? 

This known! with warmeſt zeal implore 
That heav'n would to your youth impart, 

A truly pious, prudent mind; _ 
Crown'd with an underſtanding heart, 

But well obſerve, to him * twas leſt, 
Thoſe favours, well or ill to uſe; 

And tell what judgments he muſt know, 


If he ſuch OR ſhould abuſe ? | 
0 - Then | 


hen 


Alike to go aſtray ? 


A name that's much abus'd, 


A prince for knowledge ſam'd, with zeal ex- 


A queen ſupremely good, celeſtial! biight, [ ! | 1 


Eer the bright ſun bad his warm beams diſ- 
Or ere the Earth 8 foundations firm were laid; 


capacity, but the abuſe of it. 
„n perſon, who will follow no advice ; not becauſe he 


: WR 5 JS C She 


T3} 


Then think if with neglect you treat, 


The gift which heav'n beſtows on you; 


What anguiſh on yourſelves you call, 
95 you the paths of fools pures 


XXXVII. 
What is that thing, which tho? with care, | 


_ You in a mortar bra 


Yet will from hae, the ſame return, 


XXXVII. 
„The word a fool! explain it wel! 3 


And tell what ſacred writ deſigns, 
When there this term is us d. 


XXXIX. 


horts, 
To ſcek a fair one, apd attend her courts. 


"The ſeraphs glory, and the faints delight: 
The marks | give to her will lead you fight. 


play'd, 


— 


— 


* The word Fool, hardly ever in | ſcriprure ſignifies wantof 
To wit, an vntraQt. ble and ob- 


28 wt but becauſe he will not be m. 


— 


E341] 


She was! reje icing in that licht divine, 
Wher- all pe ſections without mixture ſhine, 
Uufacing wealth, fae from heavin's King re- 
8 ceives; 

She wealth unfading, to th' impoy* richt gives. 
True gold t1efin'd, or rubles brighter glare, L 


Fo her's ate dreſs; nor can admit compare, 
Where all are laſting, all divincly ! air, 

When pearls fhall melt, and gems d. ſſolve 

„ e 

Her precious Sandy mall know eternal day! 

See ! at the entrance of the gates ſhegtands ; 

Intreating mortals with extended hands : 

She courts the human race to taſte her ſtores, 

Which ſhe with plenty on the teachful ſhow'rs. 

She forms the manners, purifies the heart, 
And ſhields the meek from paſſion” svenom'd 

| datt. 

| See woes with ſofteſt love the infant mind; 
Who ſceks her early, all her charms ſhall find. 


True life ſhe gives to thoſe who hear her voice 


_—_ Vile death, her bold deſpiſcrs make their 
EP choice. . 
I aſk her name ? the lovely fair diplay ; 
And ſeek her love, hien ne'er will know 
decay ! 


. 
Tell me what form man's foe aſſum'd, 
To ſink the human race? 
And why bad men are ſerpents call'd 
With care, and caution trace. 
When men and beaſts ſhall harmonize, 
And dwell in peace below ; f 


Say 


10W 


Say 


„ 
Say why the ſunk ſerpentine brood 
Shall no advantage know ? 


XLL 


Name me the Prince, for gon: neſs ſam'd, 
Wo 1 un'd a godleſs king in war: 
to what danger he thereby 


iat expos'd, to me declare ? 


Yet not inſt usted, tho' reprov 'd, 
Again he j ius th” ungod y race. 
"Their ſhips unite that treaſure great, 


They might convey fr: m diſtant place. 


But h-av*n diſpleas'd, his wrath difplays ! . 


Their ſhips in ju igment juſt he broke; 


The king now humb! ed, owns his fault, 
And bows ſubmiſs beneath th ſtroke. 


InſtruCted now, pray name the kings, 


And what the pious prince befel ; 


Thence learn ſtrict friend{hip to avoid. 


With men whoſe ways lead down to hell. 


XLII. 


3 name the man, who foremalt 0. 
To ſtem deſtructive vice's flood; 

Whom heav'n preferv'd from ev'ry woe, 
That from a three years dearth could flo 
Tho' famine rages, birds on high, 

Shall all his various wants ſupply. 

And when the ruin further gains, 

A ceaſeleſs cruiſe his life ſuſtaine. 

Pray tell the man; the reafon ſhew, 

1 thus ſupported here below ? 


C 2 XLIII. 


£216] 


„ 
My children dear who with delight, 
T he paths of wiſdom tread ; 
And fcorn the mad tumultuous crowd N 
Who wild diſorder ſpread, 
Name me the babe, who only found 
A ſtable for his bitth; 
A manger only for repoſe. 
Maſt abject ſtate on earth | 
Vet tho' thus mean his lot below 
Raiſe up th'aſtoniſh'd eye . 
A ſtar unknown, with brighter light, 
Enlightens Tunah's ſky. 
It's rays contracted to one beam, 
With glory crowns his head, 
The Magi own the ſign adore ! 
And giſts before him ſpread. LS, 
Nor here the wonder ends, B. hold ! 
The ſhepherds, with ſurpriſe, 
See a bright ſeraph on the wing, 
Who to the ſheep-coat flies. 
The ſp:ech he made to them, repeat, 
With what thereon beſel; 
And alh the following glorious ſcenes, 
An higheſt tranſports tell! 


XLIV. 


Point me the king, who of his foe afra', 

Kenowunc'd his Ged, and ſought demoniac aid, 
Say what return he ſound from magic arts 3 
And what the knowledge, which the ghoſt 
| _ imparts ? 


Then 


aid. 
hoſt 


| hen 


In his diſtreſs of mind ; 
The famiſh'd foul ſhould find ? 


And to what ills betray „ „ 


* each minuteſt part; 


Declare the ſaint, who in the cauſe of God ; 
Apoſtate Iſrael's fierceſt rage withſtood. 


LP I 
Then think! if men who tread his impious 
wa 


And in the Nd of vile zpoſtates ſtray, 1 


Shall not be left by heav'n's protecting hand, 
Of demons fierce, a dreadful matk to ſtand ; 


As having God forſook. Due thought! yet : | 


"era ! 


If they the ſteps of hell's dark pow'rs purſue. 


Then fly their ways, nor ſeek their paths to 


know, 


Which leadt to death, and never ceaing v woe. 


XLV. 


Tell me, hows ouths, who have been train 4 
In truth's nftruive way ; 

The ſiege in which the tender babe, 
Became the mother's prey? 


Tell me the King, who ſackcloth wore, 


And what relief the prophet told, 
Then point the faithleſs man of note, 
On whom the monarch ſtaid, 
And what th'ungodly ſpeech he made; 4 
Say how the prophet's words prov'd true, 


And how the foe had on him turn'd 
The ſoul-diſtreſſing ſmart ? | 


XLVI. 


C 3 Relate 


Hy 1181 

Relate what numbers of Baal's prieſts he flew3 
And how the people to his purpoſe drew? 

Say what reward juſt heav'n his prophet gave; 
Reſcu'd ſrom all the horrors of the grave? 
Relate the fact! how the reward was giv'n, 
And how the prophet took his flight to heav'n? 
2 XLVII. = 
My infants dear, attend with care, 

While I the words of truth declare. 

Aman of God, by heav'n approv'd, 

Fhe ſcorn of fools, by wiſe men lov'd ; 
Was once inſulted by a race . 

Of children bold, their land's diſgrace : 
Where from the woods, two beaſts appear, 
Which limb from limb the coffers tear. 

Of man and beaſts, their names reveal 

And of the youths, how many fell? 

For there was ſlain is ſurely true, 

Gieat numbers of th'apoſtate crew, 


5 XLVIII. . 
Name me the queen, whoſe hands deep dipt in 
Dee, | | | 
For vile idolatry the foremoſt ſtood ? 5 
Tell how poor Nazeth's vineyard ſhe procur'd. 
And what the judgments on her head were 
pour'd;? | — 
Kelate her death, and all it's horrors tell, 
And how, as was foretold, the monſter fell ? 


5 XLIX. ” 
A king by heav'n belov'd, beſet with foes 
Who God blaſphem'd, nor earthly comfort 


knows, = | +, 
With 


He met moſt juſt, a living tomb. 


And wonder of his life reveal 5 


1 97 : 
With humble pray'r he at God's altar lies, 
And begs that aid which human pow ' Wenlth t 


When lol a mighty one from heav'n deſcends, © 3 
And on the foe a fi'ry tempeſt ſends : — 
Whereb were more than eighiſcore thouſand 


ail. 3 


The king, and what we here are taught, ex- 
. ? 


A pee v my prophet n nice. and proud, Oy is 
His ſov'reign's orders long withſtood; 


And flying from his maſter's face, 


Was ſtopt in his ungodly race. 
Example dread ! for time to come! 


Obedience 14 ſubmiſs he prays; yr 
Mercy obtain'd, he mends his ways 4 AY 
Oben his God, and ſhews to men, HP ig 


How they may life, and bliſs =. Op: 
Pray name the man, this ſtory tell, ag 9 mg 


* £4.) 43.7 14 
LI. A, 


The ** and 4 pobet find, while 1 
Declare how dear the child's to God; 


Wyo for their ſakes, when juſtice bd, 


Win- held the fin-revenging rod. 
God's prophet bold, now thro” the place, 
1 $ fure deſtruction loud declare 1 
The people mourn, God hears their eros; 
And mercy meets the contrite's pray rs. 
The prophet ſtorms that they find grace ; 
Then let me dye n cries A 


; 4 ig” +0 
AE CET 
r 
£ N 


* 
* 
2 1 
_ - a 4 2 


LCF 
Ah cruel man ! of infants ſav'd, 
There's ſixſcore thouſand ! God replies, 
In this behold your tender king ; 
His great delight in children dear. 
O praiſe his name, his love extol ; 
And to offend him ever fear. 


20-4554 
Tell me the king, for whom were ſtaid 
Impending judginents from on high; 


| Becauſe his heart tow'rds God was right, 
And what we all are taught thereby ? 


III. 


Name me the prophet, who with tears, 
Would Judah faithful keep ? 
For which with deadly hate he's plung'd, 
In miry dungeon deep. 
Tho' dying, none of Fudah's land, 
Would for his freedom plead. 
Then tell me by what means, and how, 
From thence the faint was freed? 
| Relate what mercies on the man, 
Who fav'd his life were ſhow'r'd ; 
And then relate, what dreadful plagues 


Y Were on 9 pour'd? 


LIV. 


A king mere was, who took a ſolemn oath, 

To ſerve a greater, with religious truth. 

His oath he broke, and with God's prophet 
fſtrives; 

For which tg ruin God the perjur'd gives. 

* — 8 FEY ; Name 


3 + 
11 2 
Way 
= : Es 
"wes: Sh = " 


net 


882 


Name me the kings, and learn ſrom thence to 
8 l 
What rev'rence to God's ſacred name we owe. 


"JV 


Point out the men, who dar'd a world engage, 


And brav'd the godleſs tyrant's utmoſt rage: 
Who bid the fire with ſeven times fury burn, 
Nor threats, nor fire, could them from duty 
turn. = 
They ſtood the teſt, th' oppreſſor's fury broke; 
Forc'd him the fatal edit to revoke, _ 
And raiſe the martyrs to ſuperior pow'r, 
And own that God, whom he blaſphem'd 
before. 


LVI. 


When pow'r and pride united join; 


Reaſon and truth, their reign reſign, 
A mighty king by heav'n alarm'd, 


And further by its prophet warn'd; _. 
Yet ſwell'd with pride reje their calls, 


Till ſwift deſtruction on him falls; 


His throne he quits, and flies from men, 


Sev'n years repeat th' amazing ſcene. 


With beaſts he feeds, all wet with dew ; 


His hair as cagles feathers grew: 


His nails like claws. What more befel 


"This u ond'rous man, my children tell. 


LVII. 


Would you behold a hero true, 


Attend the life I ſnow to yu. 1 
| Gocdneſs 


8 


— 


123: 
'Gnodneſs he courted when a youth, 
In age a fa thful friend to truth. 
By wiſdem rais'd to ſuch a place, 
He (ſecond {ſtood of human race. 
His ſov'reign's love, the nubles hate, 
Who fill'd with envy, ſought his fate; 
A death more dread, than e'er yuu ſaw, 
Fo Tiincloſe him in the beſtial mow. 
| « Behold him to the ſlaughter led! 
Behold ! but ſee a brightneſs ſpread: | 
A glory fills the horrid place, 
Which greatly awes the ſavage race, 
Submiſs, toey round the prophet meet; 
: Submiſs they crouch, and lick his feet. 
The faint triumphs, the good rejoice ;\ 
The king unites the gen'ral voice. 
Name me the man, and what befel, 
Tae men, who ſought the ſaint to kill? 


LVIII. 


Becauſe he would not him adore : 
And raiſed a ſtructure wond'rous high, 

On him to prove tyrannic pow'r? 
He fought to end the fatal ſcheme 


In judgment juſt return'd on him ? 


No 
ſpir'd, 3 


TRE + 


BE Say, who contriv'd the good man's death, 


Say how, when ſwell'd with pride, and rage, 


High henv'n the death he ſought to give, 


Name me the prophet who, when high in- 


His boſom glocming with celeſtial licht; 
15 4 . Foretold 


"TT - 
Foretold the coming of a prince divine, 
Man to reform, and bring all things to right. 
This ſacred prince to you 'tis givin to know, 
By ſigus and wonders, which attend his word, 
The blind are made to ſee, the lame to wall, 
The dumb to ſpeak, the dead to life reſtor'd. 
With warmeſt zeal, point out your heav'n- 
ly king, | 
To him obedience j join with pureſt 1 
That you with him may live in endleſs} peace, 
And all the . of his * ate 3 


ey 


1 Ho AS: 
Say what ſhe is, and who they we; 

Who want hegaiding hand : 
And why the bleeding heart is en 'n IE 

To her auſtere command ?. Mart 2, 


Diftreſs and anguiſh on her wait, 
The mourners downcaſt eyes; 


From whence of tears a torrent flows, 
With ſoul-diſtracting ſighs. 3 
The work of that great meſſengeerr,rd 
Wbo went before our Lord; 5 : 
When to reclaim mankind he came, 
And health, and peace reſtor'd, 


Guard then your future ſteps with care, 
Be watchſul how you live; 


For if you ſtray, her ſluipes alone, 5 
Can yout affairs retrie ve. | y 


LXI. 


Tell me the flow'r, our Saviour names moſt 
rar; 


And! t0 what thing, he does chat flow'r compare 7 
- | 25, 


"So 


+ 


3 


[ 24-7; 


Say, what inſtructions may this view contain; * 


And what this knowledge, that from thence 
we ain! 5 


LXII. 
My children ſay, what wanted was, 


To entertain the gueſt? 


When friends with Joyful hearts, were met, 


To keep the bridal feaſt ? 


Say who they were, and what was done, 


The grievance to remove; 


And how the gov'nor with a ſmile, 


| The oom does reprove? 


LXIII. 


Wn: What! ſhall the Prince of peace, of heay uy 


birth, 


From ee deſcend, to > dwell with man on 
earth? 


And ſhall the ſpiteful pow'rs of hell blows, | 
On him their rage, and hell- born malice |} 


ſnew? 
"Tis ſo ordain'd ! ſee how ſatanic might, 
Exerts its force to foil the Prince of light. 
Tell his diſtreſs, his foes deceitful arts, 
Who 3 0 ſtrike him with his various 
| arts! 


Tell, how he ſhifts the ſcene, to give the 


blow; 
And how receives his ſhameful overthrow; ; 


Say how our King triumphs on angels wing, 
And how in triumph they his vict'ry ſing ? 


1 Name 


5 


In al their brightneſs ſhew to me,. 

And ftrive their ſadeleſs worth to ſee,  » 
They can the ſoul, with grief oppreſt, 
With bald tncy heal the wounded breaſt. 


E 
LXIV. 


| Name me that garment bright, by which 
made fit, 


Vou gain acceſs to the Lamb's marriage feaſt, 


Where own'd, and high approv'd you glo- | 
rious ſit, | 


In laſting bliſs, an ever welcome gueſt, 


LXV. 


That Jay x name, which ſtands enroll on 
high ; 


To which compliance i is ſo ſtrict enjoin d, 9 
That he, who dares reſiſt the kind command, Tos 


Shall no compaſſion from his ſov'reign find. 
Inſtructed well! with conſtant labour ſtrive, wu 
To fix the habit in your gentle breaſt; 5 


| Ry” 
That when your Lord, the great reward 4 
ſhall give, | , 


1 You i in his love may be ſupremely bleſt, 


LXVI. 


The graces which our King divine, 
Expects ſhould in his ſervants ſhine, 


To man, enduring wealth convey, 


| When all below ſhall fleet away. Fr 
Then with cach grace poſſeſs your heart, XJ 
They bliſs unfading mh impart: 


„ 


7 


LL 
: 
1 


” "oF 


Se «5 al 
By them ennobled you will riſe, 
Aſſociates with the good and wiſe. 
And when you quit this ſcene of vice, 


© Triumphantgo to paradiſe. 


x 
L 4 
[ 
1 
' 


See traps and ſnares beſet the rugged way. 


LXVII. 


What gate is that, which beauteous opens 
wide, 


| Shews a ſmooth road, where gaudy flow'rs 


ſmile ; WS 
Which calls the joyous to increaſe theirjoys, 


F And bids the gay, life's tedious hours beguile ? 


Come here, my dears ! fee how the path 
declines ; 3 


Behold thoſe pits, with briars overgrown, 


Which ſenſual minds to fatal ills betray. 


But what's that other gate, ſo hard to paſs ? 1 


Strait is its entrance, rough the road to go. 


See] How its vot'ries guard their fault'ring 
ſteps, „„ 


As if oppreſt with never ceaſing woe. 


Draw near, my dears! ſee how the path's 
enlarg'd: 


| Behold ! what ſolid pleaſure's fill the mind ! 


See all their labours crown'd with pureſt day; 


With endleſs tranſports, and delights refin'd. 


This your Lord's draught ! tis left for you to 
cChuſe, „ hs” 
The life of vanity, and endleſs ſtrife. 8 

Or virtues ſtrait, laborious path, which 


i 1 glves, f 
Celeſtial pleaſures, and eternal liſe. — 
| | Why 


UT 
LXVIII. 1 
Why good men are compar'd to ſheep, 

My children dear explain to me? 
And why the wicked bear the name, 
Of rav'ning wolves, I want to ſee? 
18 And why our great inſtructive Lord, 

The ſerpent's wiſdom does approve ? 

But always with it, to exert, 
The harmleſs temper of the dove ? 


! es 7 


 To#give's humane, and ſuits a ſocial race, 
Where grief abounds, and want fills. ev'ry'. 


e 3 

I Yet fay, how heav'n commands our alms to 

tf 0. 3 
If high approv'd, we with our Lord would 

ing 5 5 

th's | Explain that ſtrong proverbial ſpeech, 

1 That if the blind, the blind do lead; 

4 They both will fall into the ditch ; 


day; | From whence they haidiy can be freed. 


2 Name me the tree, which fair appear'd, 
nich . with leaves; delighful ſhew |! 
Thie Bot when approach'd, it barten prov'd; 


No taſteful fruit upon it grew. 3 
DA. The 


1 

Then tell what ſentence was pronounc'd, 
Againſt this proud, but fruitleſs tree: 
And what the wiſdom we are taught, 

By this inſtructive hiſtory? 


„ 
Tell me that virtue bright, which all confeſs, 
The fountain pure of laſting happineſs. 
Center of all the joys, the mind can prove, 
In this weak ſtate, or in the realms above. 
Of union fair, the never failing ſpring; 
And gives a name to our eternal King. 
The other graces all conjoin in tbis 
Which high prepares you for celeſtial bliſs. 
The angels glory! what. inſpir'd their tongue, 
When all exſtatic, they creation ſung. 
*Tis that which brought man's friendly Saviour 
don, 
And for a croſs, to quit an heav'nly crown. 
Our Lord enjoins it, as his laſt command; 
If we, approv'd, will in his preſence ſtand. 
When known, to gain it all your pow'rs 
unite; | 
Whereby like ſtars, you ſhed celeſtial light, 
| LXXIII. 
Tell me to whom we muſt be like, 
Our Saviour's will to do; 
And what the virtue, that thereby, 
He calls us to purſue. 


Then ſtrive to fix this grace divine, 
Within your infant breaſt; 


That when your Lord ſhall call you home, | 
' You in his arms may reſt, | 


Shew 


'S 


Who wiſdom will deſpiſe... — 


The words of truth a wond'rous fat 


L 29 Þ * 
LXXIV. 


| Shew me what ſort of trees they are, 
Which if unfruitful found, 
The maſter of the foil commands, 


To root them from the ground? 


Why more than others they are mark'd,. 
For death? For without doubt, 
Some reaſon wiſe, there may be found, 
Why they are rooted out. 
And laſtly ſay, what you are taught, 
By this command moſt wiſe ? 
And how that child ſhall be cut down, 


LEXV, 


An aged parent had two ſons, 


They both the age of manhood gain; 


The one obedient to his will; 


The other obſtinate and vain. 
O read the ſtor well, my dears 1 


See what diſtreſs from raſhneſs flows: 


: And tell, what conſtant calm delights, 


The youth obedient ever knows. 


For tho? the faulty ſon finds grace, 
And ſome relief the father gives; 


Yet tis the long obedient ſon, . on 
Who all his laſting wealth receives. 


_ Fe $5 = PEO %. 
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1 
relate, 
t * * 


A cripple born, lay at the temple gate. 
Two men of God, upon him fix their eyes, 
And with celeſtial 2 bid him riſe. 
Ly | | 3 G 


He 


TT 


He ſtands ! he walks ! exulting leaps ſor joy, 
While N anthems his wrapt tongue em- 
ä | 
Name _ men who tid this wond'rous 
T4 dee | 
And what effects, this act divine ſucceed 5 


LXXVII. 


Tell me the man, who mad with rage, 

And fill'd with ſpite at Jeſu's name; 
lis faithful friends with wrath purſues, 
Does war with them and him proclaim. 

Say how, when all beſtain'd with blood, 
In pomp he rode to diſtant lands ; 

To ſpread deſtruction all around, 

Supported by the prieſtly bands. 

Ihen tell how check'd by ſtronger tays, 
Than the bright ſun at noon- day gives; 
| A voice terrific ſtrikes him down ; 
A film each eye of light deprives. 
How chang'd the man] he humbly cries, 
Lord, tell me what I am to do ? 
Submiſſive to the heav'nly call, 

Thy will alone, I will purſue. | 
2 Then tell what ſuffrings he endur'd, 
Obedient to his lateſt breath ; 

And how the doctrines which he taught, 
The pious martyr ſeal'd in death. 


LXXVIII. 


-0 gem of worth ! of price more great, 
Than Indies wealth can buy: 

The joy of all th *angelic choir; 

The glory of the ſky. 


1 


12 31 A be 
| Tt once was man- M but . too ſoon, 
He liſten'd to his foe, 

Who with his falſe deluſive arts, 


5 Procur'd his overthrow. 


He ſtript him of his glory bright, 
The gem that grac'd his head ; 
And ſhameful left him all diſpoil'd, 
To fin and death betray'd. 

I mourn my faults ! lament my loſs ! 
How thee ſhall I obtain ? 

And when to my afflicted breaſt, 
Wilt thou return again? 
Lell me, my dears, for pee: tis yours, 
What is this heav'nly ray ? 
T pen guard it well, and! in your lives, 
Its luſtre bright diſplay. 


LXXIX. 


Name me the man, whom holy writ, 


Juſtly records with high eſteem ; 
Who from his earlieſt years had made, 
God's ſacred word his conſtant theme. 

His parents wiſe, his infant mind, 
Had warm'd with rays of faith and jove: 
Which he improv'd with ardent zeal, 
To be prepar'd for joys above. 


This pious youth, and parents name, 


And all his charming graces ſhew ; 
Then with his virtuesfill your breaſt, 


That you his heighten'd bliſs may know, 


LXXX. 


| My children dear with care attend, 


— 
bY I 


| The wond'rous ſcene which truth's great Lord, , 
Gives 


42 E 
Gives of the hid retreat of ſouls; 
Diſclos'd but in his ſacred word. 
Its diff'rent ſtates, conſider well, 
To which the conſcious mind retires, 
When it muſt quit its mould'ring caſe; 
To realms of bliſs, or ſcorching fires, 
Let Dives groans your breaſts alarm; 
When treach'rous joys would lead aſtray, 
Let the poor: Lazzar's fadeleſs bliſs, 
Support in liſe's afflicted way. 
Ah, ſee ! the proud voluptuous man, 
One drop of water can't obtain, 
To cool that thirſt, and ceaſeleſs heat, 
Which writhe his ſoul with endleſs pain. 
Then view the pious, patient faint, 
Who bore on earth each piercing grief; 
Reclining on the patriarch's breaſt ; 
From ev'ry ſtorm a ſure relief. 
See! He reviews his actions paſt, 
To perfect ev'ry chriſtian grace; 
That he may riſe more pure, and bright, 
To ſee his God,. and Saviour's face. 
Say what theſe awful manſions are,. 
Tell how to ſhun the ſeat of woe? 
That after death, by angels lead, 
Our ſouls to peaceful realms may go. 


N LXXXI. | 
Name me the king, who firſt performed well; 
' Yet thro' temptation's force from goodneſs fell. 


Tell me the cauſe, and name the prophet too, 
Whom he in priſon vile, relentleſs threw? 


Say. 


| Inall that's good and wiſe, 


* * 
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Say by what means, the king, ſurpris'd, was 
lead, 


In feſtal hour, to take God's prophet s head? 
Then learn from hence, to fly the faulty way 5 


Nort in the path of vice, one ſtep to ſtray. 
LXXXII. 


Point out that thing, which muſt endure, 
While there are creatures wiſe, 


And thro' creation will preſide, 


To form the creatures lives. 


It don't conſiſt in Stoic looks, 
Nor paſſions wild ſurpriſe ; 
Nor dwells in Phariſaic pride ; 


Nor in dejected eyes. 


Theſe all are falſe deluſive ſhews, 


Which lead the mind aftray ; 


And turn the thoughts from nobler views | 
Which point the radiant way. 

But it conſiſts in freedom pure, 
From paſſions iron chain ; 


And guides the ſoul to thoſe bright ſeats, 


Where light, and concord reign. 


True peace, and love, and endleſs life, 5 


Wich ſelf-@@mmanding pow'r, 


She on all thoſe, who love her ſteps, 
With plenteous hand will ſnow'r. 
The more her laws, we make our rule, 


T hereby our conduct ſteer; 


The more ſhe will herſelf unveil, 


| And beautiful appear. 


Then careful ſearch this angel out, 
That fo you high may riſe ; 
Made fit to join the heav'nly choir, 


[34] 
To cloſe this work, and finiſh my deſign, 
With which my pen for cver I reſign, _ 
Tell me the mine, from whence theſe ſamples: 
8 . = 
And where ten thouſand myriads lie below. 
A vein more worth, than all proud India's 
| boaſt, TORT nw | 5 | 
Or gold, or gems from the Braſilian coaſt, 
Life's true elixir, this rich mine contains, 
Which with immortal vigour ſwe)ls the veins. 
That garment gives, which at the matriage- 
B : NE 
Makes you receive an high applauded gueſt. 
There may we meet I now my riddles cloſe, 
And in the world of ſpirits ſeek repoſe. 
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